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A Candidate fur the Office of Mayor upon the 18th Day 
of October laſt : 


Alſo ſome PARTICULARS of a pretty extraordinary Natures 
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ever diipicaing UB : aac may be to ſome, it is 
hoped they are but few in Number who will be offended to 
ſee Truth related, reſpecting the Behaviour and Actions of Gen- 
Yemen inveſted with the Public Truſt. 

The Author ſtands clear of imputing Guilt to any who are not 
deſerving of ſuch Imputation ; and if what he has aſſerted are un- 
deniable Truths (not otherwiſe to be confutcd than by ſaying, 
{ they diſregard any thing be writes) he then may rationally conclude, 
that the Public will look upon them, not only out of the Power 
of Confutation, but of too much Weight and Importance to be 
diſregarded, as they relate not only to the Intereſt of a very va- 
luable Eſtate, but to the conſtitutional Laws, by which many 
Thouſands are to be governed, whoſe Happineſs, with that of 
Poſterity, humanly ſpeaking, conſiſts in a Rectitude of Admi- 
niftration. Known Errors perſiſted in by the Weight of Power 
and Influence, is Corruption; and that knowingly permited to 
ſpread, is the ſure Road to the Ruin of any Community. 
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To ide or ſipfui WIL IAM Goo wN, Eſq. 
Mayor of Liverpool. 


TAKE the Liberty to addreſs the following Narra- 
tive to your Worſhip; and I humbly preſume I may 
rn ſome Claim of Right to do ſo; for, as I was. 
et up a Candidate in Oppoſition to yourſelf for the 
Office of Mayor, you was a Witneſs to the Treat- 
ment I met with, not only upon the Election Day, but in the 
Council-Aſſembly, the laſt Time of meeting there. 
What I have wrote contains nothing but Truth, according to 
the beſt of my Knowledge and Remembrance, and if your Wor- 
ſhip ſhould be of Opinion that I have been too ſevere upon any 
Perſon, I hope you will pleaſe to conſider it as a Correction tor a 
Crime of a double Nature, one for abuſing the Public, the other 
abuſing me for diſcovering ſuch Abuſes. WA 
If it was thought prudent and neceſſary, for a few Gentlemen 404 
to enter into a Subſcription to the amount of Three Thouſand 
Pounds, to ſecure your being Elected in opoſition to my ſelf, in- 
to a poſt of great Importance to the Community; as the Honour 
of which Jam well aſſured, you was far from being deſirous of; 
ſo there muſt be great confidence placed in your Worſhip's decli- 
ning to make a thorough Scrutiny into the true State of the pub- 
lick's affairs, on one hand, and as ſtrong Suſpicion on the other, 
that I ſhould entertain no Scruple of that kind, provided J be- 
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eame inveſted with a-Power of doing it: therefore, I hope the 
Important Station you are A e in, and the Conſideration that you 
have been but lately introduced into the way of being acquainted 
with the conſtitutional Laws of the Corporation, (and I preſume a 
Stranger to ſome material Practices) will prevail upon you to con- 
ſider whether I am right or wrong in Diſcoveries I have as yet 
made: If I am not right, ſurely I may be eaſily confuted, for Truth 
has no blind ſide z intreſting views may caſt a temporary Cloud 
over it; but thoſe, I hope, will be no Mask put upon your Judg- 
ment, nor prove a blind guide to your Conduct. 

In Ribaldry and foul Language, I muſt acknowledge, ſome 
Gentlemen have approved themſelves Maſters of Arts; tor which 
treatment of me, I can both thank and deſpiſe them; thank 
them, for ſhewing they had no Negative to offer againſt my Aſ- 
ſertions ; and deſpiſe them, for the ſcandalous, unbecoming man- 
ner of behaving to me, 


I am, 
Liverpool, 15th Nov. 1757. Worſhipful Sir, 
your very Obedient, 


and very humble Servant, 


JOSEPH CLEGG. 
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S my Conduct upon the 18th of October laſt, was greatly cen- 
ſured by a conſiderable Number of Perſons to whom it 
was not in my hower ſuddenly to affign Reaſons for it, I 
was urged by ſeveral of my particular Friends to publiſh 
fomething in my own Vindication. 

I acknowledged myſelf obliged to them for their kind 
Advice; but as I hoped a little time would convince them, 
that thoſe paſſionate Reaſons which were given out as the cauſe why |} had 
deferted (what they called) their Intereſt, were grounded only upon an 
imaginary and miſtaken Foundation, I ſhould not long lie under the Suſpi- 
cion of having acted a E art unworthy of a |} erſon deſiring to appear behaving 
confiſtently. 

_ Having, agreeably to my ExpeCtations and Wiſhes, found my Friends 
in general ſatisfied, I laid alide the "Thoughts of taking the leaſt public No- 
tice of what had paſſed at that time; and I was the more readily induced to 
do ſo, as it was the Requeſt of a Gentleman to whom I ſtand no other way 
related than by the Regard I have for him, as dignihed with a public Cha- 
racter ; but the Treatment which I met with a few Nights . in the 
Council-Afſembly, and himſelf a Witneſs to it, will, I hope, to that Gen- 
tleman and the Community in general, vindicate- my attempting to account 
for, and juſtify”"my own Conduct and Behaviour, by flating Matters in a 
juſt, fair and impartial Light, according to the beſt of my Judgment, both 
5 a Member of the Common-Coyncil, and as a Candidate for the Oikce of 
Mayor. | | 

In Order therefore to repreſent Matters with ſome Degree cf Clearneſs, 


ſo as to be underſtood by Perſons of all Ranks in the Community, 1 — 
tho 
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| | thoſe who are not Strangers to them, will pardon a little Prolixity, which l 
| 


125 would be inexcuſable, was this intended to be only addreſſed to them- 
ves. | | | 1310 
The Ninth Year is now entered upon, ſince I was unanimouſly appointed 
to, and dignified with, the Office of Mayor of 8 ; a Truſt l own, 
of very great Importance, and the Duty of which, I can truly ſay, I dif- 
charged faithtully, and with as much Judgment and Diſcretion as my Ca- 
W pacity enabled me to do. 71 
"1 A particular Detail of Tranſactions during that Period of Time, is nei - 
ther my Deſign nor Deſire to attempt the mention of, I ſhall therefore con- 
fine myſelf to a few Inſtances of Conduct, which laid the Foundation of a 
Diſeuſt in ſome Gentlemen of the Council againſt me, which has, ſince 
| that Time, ariſen to a Degree of Rage; and very lately into quite'an open 
| Flame, belched out with as much Fury as if a Bilingſgate Tribe had taken 
i Poſſeſſion of the Council-Room. + 99 Þ 
| A Plot of Ground lying about the Dry Pier, belonging to the public Eſtate, 


#4 wasa Part of it petitioned for by the late Alderman Steers, many Years ſince, 
1 and he was allowed to take what the Council ſhould think proper to ſpare, 
paying forty ſhillings per Yard. Several Years after, another Gentleman 
of the Council petitioned for a Number of Yards, Part of the ſame Plot; 
"This ſecond Petition being read in Council, occaſioned others immediately 
to make their Applications, until the whole Quantity was believed to be ap- 
plied for, but no Price ſet upon it. Thus it reſted a few Years until 1749, 
when an Order of Council was moved for and obtained, That whatever be- 
longed to the Public Eſtate, and the Council ſhould think proper to diſpoſe 
of, ſhould, for the future, be ſold at public Cant. A few Weeks after this, 
it was generally believed, this Ground was, by my Means, difpoſed of that 
Way, and raifed, if it is all yet paid'for, the Sum of 32461. 10s. for the 
Term of Three Lives and Twenty Years, ſubjected to an annual Ground- 
Rent of Twelve Pence per Yard to the Fronts, which amounts to near 
Twenty Pounds. This gave the firſt Occaſion of Diſguſt to ſome Gentle - 
men, as Expectations were diſappointed. | | n 
At the Cloſe of my Mayoralty, I laid before the Public the Situation their 
Eſtate was in, with what had been the Amount yearly, in five preceding 
Years ; alſo how much the Eſtate was in Debt; I alſo let them know the 
particular Branches of the Revenue, and how much the Fines for Leaſes, 
and Fines for Freedom voted between October 1748 and October 1749, 
with the other Articles of yearly Income amounted to, which was — 
3800 1. and happened to exceed the prececeing Tear, very near, * not 
8 % 5 4 4:48 N — 
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above 1200 1. This likewiſe gave Duguſt; it was too openly communica- 
ung Knowledge to vulgar Minds. 7667; | 
heſe two Articles, with the Affair of the Prizage, which I have fo 
often, and too clearly for ſome Gentlemen, commented upon, are the prin- 
cipal Articles which I know, or can think of, to become the Foundation, 
on which to build that Pile of Guilt i ſtand chargeable with in the Council- 
Aſſembly, ſo as to occaſion ſuch high Reſentment, until | took upon myſelf 
the Diſcuſſion of ſome other Points relative to the conſtitutional Concerns of 
the Corporation, | | | 
Very ſoon after the 18th of October, 1749, I was diſcharged from at- 
tending Committces, ſo that my Station, as a Member of the Common- 
Council, intitled me to be only an Officer of Obſervation ; for on ſeveral 
Occaſions, wh2n I was but deſirous to ſpeak to Matters relating to the 
Public, I was not permitted to be heard, but treated with as much Con- 
tempt as if I had caſt a Reproach upon their Choice of me, by a total Diſ- 
regard of the Concerns of the Corporation, during the Courſe of the Year in 
which I ſerved the Office of Mayor. : 
However, as I often in Council (notwithſtanding the Rebukes I met 
with) mentioned the Want of an Aflignment of the en e rant, and 
by doing fo, I was only nurſing a Brat of Complaint made by the Council 
themſelves, that they had it not; expecting it would have been ſooner put 
into their Poſſeſſion; until Mr. Salusbury came amongſt us; after that, they 
vere dipleaſed with me that I would not overlay it; however, it is now in 
a fair Way of being poſſeſſed of a Fortune of 498 J. 9., and when it comes 
to its Age (which 1 hope will not be long) it will be worth 269 l. more, 
beſides Intereſt, which, as the Council are Guardians and Truftees to ſo 
pretty an Orphan, it cannot be doubted but we ſhall take proper Care of it. 
This Aſſignment, I was told in 1752, was come down from Mr, Salusbury, 
and as a natural Fondneſs is generally ſpeaking inherent to Nurſes, I 
moved for its being laid before the Council, but was denied; yet by Acci- 
dent 1 found out, that it was not made to the Uſe of the Corporation, viz. 
to the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, but to the Uſe of the Common-Council 
only, more particular intended Uſes I was then a Stranger to. This occa- 
ſioned me to ſpeak of it to ſeveral Gentlemen in Town, and this, with other 
Matters, occaſioned a general Meeting, at which it was determined to ſet 
aſide the Choice of Mayors by Rotation, according to Seniority, as they had 
| ſerved the Office of Bailiffs. | : 7 
Some Time after this, five Gentlemen were deputed to demand a Sight of 
the Prizage-Aſſignment, and the Prizage-Account to be ſettled with other 
Things. Thie occaſioned it to be done, and a Copy of it was ſent to one 
0/008 © 
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(8) 
bf the Deputies ; and though x Account, the Ballance, which was 
r. 


498 J. 9s, was faid to be paid to Peters, a quondam Town-Clerk, who had 
been dead upwards of twelve Years, and before any (except a Trifle) of that 


Money was received, and no Demand upon the Corporation made by hls 


Executors, yet it was expected the Account ſhould reſt ſo ballanced ; but 
the ſaid Deputies, or ſome of them, demanded the Payment of the above- 
mentioned Ballance from Mr. Salusbury, and he paid it upon the 15th of 
April, 1754, into Mr. Pole the Treaſurer's Hands, who gave a Receipt 
for it, for the Uſe of the Corporation, by that Gentleman's own Direction. 
Soon after the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament was over, 
which ended the 22d of the ſaid Month, it was given out that Mr. Salusbury 
had paid the Money in his own Wrong, and that it was paid into Mr. Pole's 
Hands only as a Depoſit, by Way of Security, he ſhould meet with no Op- 
poſition to his being elected one of the Members ; whether any Agreement 
of that Kind was made, and who entered into ſuch a Contract, if it was fo, 
leave to the Gentlemen Deputies, who were the beſt acquainted with thoſe 
ſecret "Tranſactions, to explain: However, not many Days after the Election 


ended, T remember {ome Gentlemen were ſeverely cenſured, and I wrote a 


mort Paper, taking Notice, that the Money was either paid to diſcharge a 
juſt Debt, or it muſt appear to be a Bribe; but none of Mr. Salusbmy's 
Friends offered to place ir to that Account; that with the other Circum- 
ſtances, was a convincing Proof to me, it was paid as a Debt juſtly due and 
owing to the Corporation, and I am now fully ſatisfied the Prizage-Debt is 
not yet all diſcharged. | 
In 1755, The ſtory was again revived, that Mr. Salusbury had paid the 


Sum betore-mentioned in his own Wrong ; it was fo declared in Council, 


and there were warm Debates whether it ſhould be repaid to him or not; 


they were carried on fo far, that Mr. Mayor was ſeveral times requeſted to 
put the Queition ; Mr. Pole then declared he had not brought it to the Cre- 
dit of the Corporation, nor could he in Conſcience (I think that was his 
Expreſſion) do it without an Order of Council, as it was only lodged with 
him by way of Depoſit, 

No Order of Council was made, for four Gentlemen, the preſent Mr. 
Mayor one of them (I mention it to his Honour, as an Inſtance of Integrity) 
left the Council-Chamber, and by doing fo, broke up the Aſſembly, and 
for that time put an End to the Debates, 

The firſt public Mention that was afterwards made of it, to my Know- 


ledge, in Council, was on or about the 13th of April lait, Mr. Pole want- 


ing to have Money taken up to diſcharge ſome Debts ; I asked him whether 
ks had mace an Application of the Prizage-Money te the Corporation- 
| | : Account; 


(9) 
Account; I further ſaid, it was high time that Matters be fixed; that it was 
three Years only wanting two Days, ſince he 1eceived that Money; he 
then acknowledged he had paid it back to Vr. Salusbury, which I have now 
Reaſon to believe is true, being credibly- informed. he did not chooſe to part 
with ſo much of the Corporation's Property, without an Indemnification for 
doing ſo; and, for his greater Satisfaction, that it would be good in Law, (I 
don't mean in Equity or Honeſty) he had the late Mr. Eecieens Opinion upon 
it, that the public Eſtate might be plundered with Security. Upon the 4th 
of October laſt, there was a meeting of a ſelected few at the Mayor's Houle, 
and ſome Gentlemen, not of the Council, bad a Call there, at which 
Meeting it was determined that Nr. Pole ſhould confeſs Judgment, after 
having ſo long demurred. Accordingly the next Day there being à Council 
held, the Frizage- Money was declared to be in his Hands, or he anſwerable 
for it; and an Order was made for the Application of it to the Ule of the 
Corporation. | | 
I acknowledge this looks like dealing in Varadoxes, however they are 
not of my making; I only ſtate Facts out of the 4 ower of Confutation, by 
any Hocus Pocus Tricks which can poſſibly be played; how far this bort 
of Conduct js conſiſtent with Juſtice and Integrity, and a proper Bafis on 
_ which to ſupport Honour and Reputation in the Opinion of Gentlemen, 
who form Judgments of Actions and Things with Impartiality, I leave to 
their own Determinations. | | 

Upon the 7th of September laſt, ſome Papers which I had wrote and pub- 
liſhed: were taken notice of in Council, and it was ſaid they, the Gentle— 
men of the Coouncil were reflected on in moſt, or all Companies where 
they came; I ſaid, that in what I had wrote, i had ſtill pleaded an Excuſe 
for thoſe who were ignorant of the Tranſactions which I had made a Rela- 
tion of, and had i been permitted to be heard, reſpecting Matters which I 
thought wrong, there would have been no Occaſion for thoſe Publ cations, 
Upon this, Mr. Manęſiy, who introduced the mention of my | apers, was 
ſo far a kind Advocate in my Favour, as to lay, I ought to be heard, 
and more to the ſame Puipoſe; he was at that time a Witneſs to the 
Treatment I met with for turniſhing the Public with a Copy of 5 r. 644 


, 


dart's Letter, which I thought mylelf obliged to do in my own Delcnce. 


Had the Prizage - Account been rightly ſettled, and the Sum which, by that 
ſtated Account, juſtly applied, as it has ſince been ordercd, that Part of 
what has been Called my Clamour and Noiſe, would have been out of the 


Queſtion and not heard of; to be called ſcandalous and baſe, tor publiſhing 


2 Letter which reflected that upon the Author, and which every, unpreju- 
dced perſon mult look upon to be fuch, who under fand ws Yurport And 
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(100 | 
Meaning of it, and this in a public Aſſembly of the Common Council, and to 
b- afterwards ſtigmatized with the Appellation of a Puppy for doing ſo, with- 
dit a Diſapprobation of ſuch behaviour being any way expreſled, can it be 
looked upon otherwiſe than difcountenancing Truth being ſpoken reſpecting 
what eflentially regards the Intereſt of the Public Community ? A few 
Days after this Council was held Mr. Manly, after a kind and friendly 
Manner, took notice of me as I was paſling by the Dock, (and who can 
doubt but with as much Sincerity as there appeared Friendlineſs) he then 
let me know, that ſeveral Gentlemen of the Council had been, talking of 
ſome Affairs relating to the Public, and had determined to have ſome Mat- 
ters enquired into, and if } could make good, or juſtify what I had pub- 
liſhed, they would either have Things put upon another foot of Manage- 
ment, or they would quit the Council, I told him I only defired to be 
fairly heard, I had faid nothing but what I was able to ſupport the Truth 
of. He then told me, he would mention it the next Council Day, and 
previous to any other Buſineſs being done, and that every ching ſhould be 
conducted after a deliberate Manner. (great Indulgence promiſed 

He further told me that Mr. Colguitt had been ſpoke to and remarked . 
to me on what that Gentleman had ſaid, though he did not ſay what had 
been mentioned to him. I have _ good Reaſon to believe that ſomething 
of this kind was intended, becauſe I heard of it as mentioned by a Gentle- 
man who is not a Vember of the Council. About two days after this Con- 
verſation, and placing fome Confidence in Sincerity, I wrote to him, and 
put the Queſtion, whether it might not do well to have a ſpecial Council 
called, and faid, that if a few Gentlemen would defire it, 1 believed the 
Mayor would ſummon one. This occaſioned my drawing up a Remon- 
france which I had in Readineſs to have laid e the Council, when 
the Opportunity for doing fo offered itfelf. 

Upon the following Council Day, Octcber 5th, I again ſaw Mr. Marty, 
and walking towards the Exchange together, he told me that the Day be- 
fore he was at the Mayor's houſe, where Affairs relating to the Public were 


talked of, and by the Manner of exprefling himſelf to me, I apprehend he 


had met with warm or harth Treatment, (great Pity that Merit in its infant 
State ſhould meet with a Rebuke) but he entered into no Particulars, only 
he told me, that the 498 l. 9s. was found, and that Mr. Pole was to acknow- 
ledge it in Council that Afternoon; however, notwithſtanding what Mr. 


 A7nefty had before told me about introducing what was to be diſcuſſed with 


Deliberation, he did not come into the Council Room until a corftderable 
time after they were wet and entered upon Buſineſs; he asked ſome 


| Queſtions about the Priaage- Money, and particularly as to the Manner of 


the 


( 11) 
the Receipt being given; this to be ſure was a very proper Queſtion to be put 
to me, by the Perſon who was Mr. Salushury's Agent in paying it, and took 
the Receipt, and to the beſt of my Remembrance expoſed it to be ſeen by as 
many as had the Curioſity to look at it; and it was (as | have hinted) but 
the Day before, that the Yoint of acknowledging the Money to be in Mr. 
Pole's Hands, or he to be accountable for it, and to declare that Mr, 
Salusbury directed him to give a Receipt for it, for the Uſe of the Corpora- 
tion, was agreed to be mentioned in the public Council. Prudential Caus 
Vion, in ſome Caſes is very neceſſary for the right timeing Matters. | 
After this an Order was made for its being applied to the Uſe of the 
Public, and it was declared it would have been ſooner made, if the Council 
had known fuch a Receipt (as what all the Town knew of ) had been given. 
1 asked the Queſtion, who was“ to pay the Intereſt ? the Corporation 
had lain out of the Money for near Three Years and a half; the Reply 
was, we might be thankful for the Principal. I then ſaid, it was pretty 
well for the firſt Haw), but there was yet 2691, principal Money due and 
owing on that Account. As what I had Reaſon to expect from what I 


have before-mentioned, (a deliberate Diſcuſſion of Matters did not offer, 


I fent the Remo ſtrance a Day or two after to Mr. Mangſiy, with my Re- 
queſt he would ſhew it to the Gentlemen of the Council, and expected he 
would have done ſo; but ſeveral Days after, he came to me upon the Ex- 
change to return it to me; I asked if he had ſhewn it to the Gentlemen; 
his Reply was, he had ſhewn it to ONE. He not finding it, as he expected, 
in his Pocket, I told him he did not need to give himſelf any further Trou- 
ble about it, I had ſhewn it to ſome Friends, and, at their Requeſt, had 
fent it to the Preſs. oY 


He at that time asked me ſome Queſtions about the late obtained Char- 


ter, and faid it was a ſcandalous Affair. He asked if it was a Secret in 
Council; I told him I believed it was, except to thoſe who attended when 
the Seal of the Corporation was ordered to be affixed to the Petition; he al- 
terwards told me I was miſtaken in ſaying the Charter was neither known 
to the Burgeſſes, nor accepted by them, — it was publiſhed in the 
Gazette, To this I replied, the Heads were only inſerted there; but had 
the whole been recited, conſidering how. few of the Burgeſſes knew any 
thing of a Gazette, I could not conſider myſelf miſtaken in that Point. 
In the Courſe of this Converſation other Things were ſpoke of, and I 


particularly mentioned to him, that if I had not been deprived of the Liberty 


of being attended to in the Council-Aſſembly, there would have been no 
Occaſion for Publications. I alſo told him, I was denied the Inſpection of 
the Council-Bocks, which he was 1 to declare to be very wrong f 
ny, | 2 aun 
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and that no Member of the Council ought to be refuſed or denied ſuch Li- 


berty. I alſo told him that ſome Perions who were admitted to have a 


Right to Freedom by the Committee, and the Mayor preſent, were refuſed 
being ſworn, becauſe they denied to pay the Town Clerk a Shilling, which 
he likewiſe thought was wrong. So tar on the right Side, and according 
to the old Saving, #7 ts jumpt. 

What I have hitherto related happened before the x8th Day of October laſt ; 
but on the 2d of Nov. Janus Face, like the Moon, underwent a change: 
for before the Council met, this Gentleman, with about three others ſit- 
eng in the Council-Chamber, asked Mr. Lawrence Carr if he had got his 
Windows mended ; he told him he had. He then asked who he intended 
to bring the Bill to; Mr. Cary faid, he knew ſome of the Chaps concerned, 
and ſhould call on them. Upon this he ſaid, Mr. Clegg ought to ; ay, if he 
was able; he, and he only, ought to do it. | 

After the Council were met, and had diſpatched moſt of the then intended 
public Buſineſs, the Queition was asked, whether there was not a Neceflity 
for an Order for repaiting the Windows of the Exchange; and who was to 
do the Work. Upon this, all the Miſchief that was done on the Election- 
Day, was laid to my Charge, as being the Sole Author and Procurer of it; 
and if ſuch riotous Work was not properly taken notice of, there would be 
nothing but Confuſion and Michief in Town ; that a Criminal on whont 
juſt Puniſhment had been that Day inflicted, was like to have been refcued ; 
that it was proper to have Arms lodged in the Exchange, and Perſons 
appointed to make ufe of them, when it ſhould be thought neceſſary. 
All this was ſpoke with great Deliberation, but as Orators ſometimes ex- 
preſs themſelves with a greater Degree of Emotion than at firſt ſetting our, 


and the ſubject itielf may require it, it was by him more vociferoully de- 


clared, that Mr. Clegg had publithed a Parcel of ſcandalous Papers, and 
thereby arraigned the Reputations of the Gentlemen of the Council, and 
that he was a baſe and wicked man, with much more to the ſame Purpoſe, 
which, as I cannot exprelsly iclate, I do not attempt to mention, nor do | 


confine myſelf to the identical Words ſpoken, but their true Senſe and 


Meaning 1 am ſure I am not miſtaken in. The Wind of Reproach for ſome 
Time blew a meer Fret from moſt Corners of the Room, one particular 
Gentleman, remarkably fond of exprefling his Hensur, made an Addition 
of fome Puffs to his Nonſenſe, that it might fly about with greater Force. 
My Reply was, that IJ was not conſcious to myſelf of Baſeneſs, but if to 
him who ſpoke before his Hancur, or the many others who were far from 
being ſparing of what may be juſtly called Bilingsgate Language, I appeared 
i» be what they fepreſemed me, I defred to have a Charge given me, 2 
: | | Wall 
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would readily receive it, and an Anſwer might be depended upon ; I faid 
| thought I had a right to it, and not to be inſulted and abuſed in a Place 
Where I did not know I had an Advocate, Upon this; a Charge was moved 
for, I readily ſeconded the Motion, and it was offered to be ready againſt 
the * Council Day, but no Order for that Purpoſe was made an En- 
try Of. | N | 

For my own Part, I do not ſee the leaſt Neceſſity for any Order of Coun. 
ci] to call me to an Account, unleſs it can be made to appear, | have uſed 
my Endeavours to overturn the Conſtitution of this ancient Corporation, by 
contriving, or even inſinuating Schemes, whereby to deprive the Burgeſſes 
of the Enjoyment of their Charter Rights and | rivileges. 

It it can b alleꝗged againlt me. that I have been yy and clandeſtinely 
concerned in drawing up, or cauſing to be drawn up a Petition to his Ma- 
jeſty, praying to have a ſelect few inveſted with the Power of a legiſlative 
Authority, to render the Burgeſſes Rights to conſiſt in nothing but an empty 
Name; and in order to effect a Scheme of this Kind, ſecretly engaged in 
ſending any Perſon to London, to ſollicit an Affair, fo evidently ala to 
procure the Accompliſhment of It. | 

Was it to be made to appear I had been active in endeavouring to com- 
mit Plunder upon the Corporation Revenue, as a Member entruſted with 
the Guardianſhip of it, or even to have connived at ſuch Work being done, 
by others; they muſt have, in my Opinion, appeared Crimes of fo odiovs 
a Nature, as to occaſion juſt Reaſon for high Reſentment, and ſuch as 
Guardians and Truſtees for the Public, ſhould be alarmed at, and cauſe 
them unariimouſly, and without Helitation, to join in drawing up Articles 
of Impeachment againſt me. This Step would certainly become Gentle- 
men valuing themſelves as acting upon the Principles of Honour and Juſtice; 
they would truly appear to be the Patrons and | rotectors of their own and 
their Fellow-Burgeſſes indubitable Rights; it would be acting up to thoſe 
moſt folemn Engagements, which they lay themſelves under at the time of 
their Admitfon into Guardianſhip, and be in no Dange: of putting Con- 
ſcience to the Bluſh. Io have 1 fay, ſuch Charges as theſe exhibited 
againit me, and conſcious to myſelf of being deſerving of them; would I 


_ own, make me ſhudder, and ſtand in amaze what Reply to make; but to 


be only the Diſcoverer of 'TranſaCtions of the Kind I have mentioned in 
others, and inſtead of being countenanced, to be traduced and vilified, after 
the Manner it is too well known I have been, what can it be looked upon 
ſeſs than ſetting their Seal of Approbation to iniquitous Practices? Had I 
indifcriminately laid Acculations, and thereby made the Charge general, 
if could not be wondered at, if I had been reproached for doing fo ; but as 
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' however they no way affect the Public, This Sum of 498 J. 9 8. as it 


tn) 


it admits not of the leaft doubt who are meant by what 1 have ſaid, it is 
Adoption only, can make others appear in a diſagreeable Light, and ſolely 


by their own Choice, and I am innocent for which Reaſon I can ſmile at 
contemptuous Treatment, was it to come from Perſonages of the higheſt 
Rank. If I have exhibited unjuſt Charges againſt Individuals, it is they 
and they only who have a right to call me to Account, whether it reſpects 
their Good-name, or their worldly Good ; the reſt of the Society are out 
of the Queſtion, they fit in Innocency's Seat, and may remain there with 
Security, if it is a Situation pleaſing to themſelves, Ihe Clamours raiſed 
azainſt me the laſt Council Day (Reaſons and Arguments they had no right 
to be called) came from Perſons either of known Ignorance (though of 
ſtanding long enough, as Members of the Common-Council to be better 
informed) or Perſons fo lately introduced, that it is no Impeachment of 
their Judgment, to ſay they are Strangers to the Affairs and Concerns of the 
[Jorporation z except thoſe identical Perions whom my Papers have nomi- 
nally made mention of; therefore Mr. Pele ſaying that, for ſeveral Years I 
had by my Papers, been inflaming the Minds of the Burgeſſes, was ſaying 
nothing to the Purpoſe ; an Attempt to clear himſelf from any thing 
which immediately affected his own Character and Reputation, was properly 
his Province, and in order to clear up that, it is his Buſineſs to confute my 
Allegations. | 
I have charged him as Treaſurer, with receiving l. 498, 9 s. from Mr. 
Salusbury for the Uſe of the Corporation, and not bringing it to the Credit 
of that Account, in the Space of three Years and a half, or within a few 
Days; how it has been ſecreted for ſo long a Time, I have attempted to 
explain ; but not how an Exchange has been wrought, from that Money 
being only a DePosrT, to be turned into a juſt Debt. At the Time of its 
coming into his Hands, it was either paid to him in Aid of a Debt that was 
due to the Public, or it was not; if it was a juſt Debt, why ſhould either 
Mr. Pale, or other Truſtees for the Public, abuſe me for the Diſcovery of 
it? ſince they have actually, if not intentionally, approved of it themſelves, 
by their ordering its being applied to the Uſe of the Corporation; if it was 


not due and owing to the Public, what ſort of Claim to merit have they, 
by countenancing me in a wrong Charge, and thereby cauſing Innocency 


to ſuffer ? but it is plainly clear to me, there are Wheels within Wheels, 


ſecretly worked in this famous Piece of Mechaniſm (permit the Alluſion) 


which a very few Gentlemen of the Council are not yet acquainted with, and 


if the Payment of the 498 l. 9 s. to the Uſe of the Corporation, does not 


put them out of their intended Motion, I entertain miſtaken Conjectures; 


now 


( 15) 


now appears to he the Corporation's Property, clears up another Article of 
Caſh ; for it makes the Sum of 269 l. to be equally (if not more ſo) a Debt 
due to the Public ; becauſe about 1101. of that Sum was received before 
the Prizage Patent bore Date, and though I have ſaid, or at leaſt inſinuated, 
that Mr. Colquitt, as Treaſurer for that Revenue, was accountable to the 
Corporation (and I have no Reaſon to recede from that Opinion) yet I am 
far from either ſaying or thinking he has pocketed a Penny of that Money to 
his own Uſe, farther than in Aid of a juſt Debt due to him for Money lent. 
This a Reference to the private Account ſettled in 1744, clearly explains; 
and if, by the Advice of thoſe to whom that private Account was rendered, 
and by their Direction he made a wrong Application of that Sum; as the 
Fraud is now clearly diſcovered, when the Money is honeſtly applied, I am 
far from being of Opinion that he is to ſuſtain the Loſs ; but that the Bor- 
rowers are anſwerable for it. Since I had finiſhed this Manuſcript, as I in- 
tended for the Preſs, a Gentleman ſpeaking to me about the public Affairs 
of the Corporation, ſaid, that he believed the Sum of Money paid by Mr. 
Salusbury to the Treaſurer in 1754, was paid in his own Wrong; This 1 
acknowledge might eventually happen he might poſſibly pay more than his 
Share, but the whole of that lent, and more, was then owing to the f ub- 
lic ; for at the Time the Money was borrowed the then Members of Parlia- 
ment were ſo far in Partnerſhip that they had a joint Intereſt to ſupport, and 
for that Reaſon might be equally liable to ſhare in diſcharging that Debt, 
with the growing Intereſt upon it; for in 1736, when the new | atent was 
obtained for the Prizage, Mr. Gildart writes in the Plural Number, and de- 
clares a joint Intention how its Revenue ſhould be applied; Mr. Breretorn's 
Notes for the Money borrowed from Mr. Colguitt appear to amount to 310 1, 
400 1. appears to be borrowed upon Perſons Notes only entruſted as Meſ- 
ſengers, but by whom lent, does not appear by the Account. | 

When Mr. Colquitt ſettled the Account in 1744, Duplicates were drawn 
out, and one delivered to Mr. Brereton, the other delivered to Mr. Gildart; 
and by that ſtated Account it appears, Mr. Brereton paid in Aid of that 
Debt, 280 l. Mr. Gildart only 25 l. fo that I cannot pretend to ſay whether 
Mr. Salusbury paid more or leſs than he ſhould do; however, the | ublic 
cannot be ſaid to have wronged him, if they were in Partnerſhip they were 
both Principals, and when the 498 1. 9 s. is paid, there is 269 1. due and 
owing to the Public, from ſomebody as before- men: ioned. 

Now if Gentlemen were but equally ſollicitous to have Affairs which 
ſeem to be dark and intricate examined into, which relate to the. public 
Concerns of the Corporation, as they are to cavil with me for doing what ] 
know is my Duty, and theirs likewiſe, and which they cannot do _ 
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viſe than allow to be ſo; Reſentment would ſoon ceaſe, and one Scene of 
(Pleaſe to ſupply a Mord) would be an Opening to another, which Integrity 
would bluſh to give countenance to. | | | a3; 231 

As Mr. Gildart the Town Clerk was far from being deficient in bring- 


ing up the Rear of all that Ribaldry and foul Language | had before met 


with from others; the Station he is placed in, the Part he has acted, with 
the Inſtances of Abuſes to the Public, which he has ſhewn (by whom, I 
mean the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes) are ſuch Diſplays, either of great 
Ignorance, or what deſerves a much worſe Epithet, that not to take notice 
of him upon this extraordinary Occaſion, may look like a tacit Aſſent to 
what he called Crimes, which he pelted me with in the Council Room; for 
in that Place he very warmly declared I had ſtruck at his Honour, which he 
ſet a high Value upon; but that there was no great Occaſion for, as it is in 
no danger of being coveted by any honeſt Man, if he is obliged te take his 
Actions (which I have not as yet made mention of) into the Bargain. | 

He with the heroic Bluſter of a Prize- fighter, told me, that my Age on 
one Hand, and my Beggary on the other, protected me from that Treat- | 


ment which I deſerved from him. Now I dare ſay (without making any 


boaſt of his Skill and Judgment) he knows fo much of the Law, that though 
a pecuniary Mul& may be out of the Queſtion, and a drubbing Puniſhment 
he dare not inflict, yet the Law has provided other Remedies for reclaming 
Tranſgreſſors; and he requires no Order of Council as neceflary to enable 
him to exhibit his Charge againſt me, if he has one to make, which he has 
If he fays I have tarniſhed his Character, he's miſtaken, J have only gi- 
yen it a double = aßb, the firſt Coat is of his own laying on. £ 

His firſt Buſineſs, in my Opinion, is to appear upon the defenfive, and 
wipe off thoſe Blots and Stains in it, which I did not. fix there ; I have only 
made an open Diſcovery of them. Sr | | | 
Battling and mawling me in the Council Aſſembly, is fo far from-being 
an Argument that Jam wrong, that it is a negative Proof of the contrary 3 
and (except by foul Language) ſubmiting tacitly to a public Charge, when 
the Credit, Reputation, and conſequently the Intereſt of a Perſon is depend- 
ing, is not the hing; it demands a public Vindication, otherwiſe it will 
be looked upon in a Light as not capable of bearing a public Defence. | 


Every thing which I have ſaid that affects-his Character, with regard to 
his Honour, or his Honeſty, is of a public Nature; his moral Character 
in his private Capacity, I have not ſo much as attempted to caſt an Aſperſion 

pon. Therefore, as his Conduct and Behaviour, in a f oft of Profit and 
Mul, in the Service of the Burgeſſes, is what J have only remarked upon, 
. - * 
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it is his Buſineſs to clear himſelf to the Public, and thereby ſatisfy then 
what a truſty Scivant they have. | 

Mr. Pole's Motion to have his Accounts, as Treaſurer, to be examined, 
was very neceſſary to be made, and as much fo to be complied with; but I 
am of Opinion, that as they are Accounts relating to an Eſtate belonging to 
the Mayor, Bailifts and Burgefſes, they ought to be rendered to the Pub- 


lic, and liable to their Inſpection and Examination; they have as much 
Right to expect it, as Proprietors of any Concern have to expect thoſe 
who have the Agency of it to be accountable to them. The Common 
Council are all Agents for the Public, and for them to account to one ano- 
ther only, and thule who ought to be their Conſtituents (and principally 
concerned in the Eſtate entrutte] to their Management) kept in the dark, 
cannot fail to create Jealouſy and Suſpicion that upright Conduct is ſome 
Way or other clouded ; and it needs not to be at all wonde1cd at, confi. 
dering with how much Difticulty ſome Diſcoveries have been lately made of 
ATi/tafes (J hope this will be looked upon as a ſoſt Term) amounting to a 
conliderable Value; and whether thoſe Miſtakes happened inadvertently or 
deſignedly, they equally plead for the neceſſity of ſettling the Public's Ac- 
counts, after ſuch a Manner as is moſt likely to give general Satisfaction. 

By purſuing a Method of this kind, it no more impeaches the Honour 
or - Veracity of any Gentleman in truſt, than telling or counting Ma— 
ney after one another; or one Perſon examining an Account tranſmitted to 
him by his Correſpondent ; nor am I aware of any Inconvenience which can 
attend publiſhing the Accounts, more than it does publiſhing thoſe of the 
Docks; for as a Gentleman, I think, juſtly obſerved, if they are juſt and 
right, no matter who ſecs them. 

I remember when the late Mr. Trafford was Treaſurer, ſeveral Years, 
Accounts were pcinted, and no bad Conſcquence, that I ever heard of at- 
tended the doing ſo, but the contrary ; and there is an Order of Council ſos 
them being printed, which certainly ſtands good; and muſt do ſo, 
unleſs it is as publickly repealed as it was made. 

I know an Objection was made againſt their being printed, which 
was, becauſe the Corporation in Mr, Trafferd's Time was much leſs 
in Debt than now; and to let the Public know how much it amounts 
to now, may aftect the public Credit. | 

Conlideriug who ſtarted this Objection, that it came from one that is 
more fully acquainted with the State of the Corporation than moſt of the 
Gentlemen of the Council are, it goes a gieat Way towards convincing me, 
that my Apprehenhon is right; and that we are not only greatly in Debt, but. 
that the public Revenue has, for feveral Years paſt, fallen con{tderably /-re 


C of 
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of its uſual Income, notwithſtanding additional Improvements by Buildings, 
Sc. and Reafons for it may be eaſily aſſigned, but I cannot aſſign a good 

one, why the Public are to be kept in the Dark, with Reſpect to the true 
State of their Finances. | 
This Sort of Management can only be productive of Jealouſy and Un- 
eaſineſs, and the molt likely \'ethod in my Opinion, to cauſe a Stagna- 
tion of public Credit, which ought to be carcfully avoided. For my own 
Part, I am of Opinion it is prudent and neceſſary that proper Steps ſhould 
be taken, whereby to occaſion the Proteſts of the Burgeſies being with- 
drawn, either by gencral Conſent, or a legal Deciſion; for as Matters 

| ſtand at preſent, it does nor appear to me, that Perſons indebted to the 
Corporation can pay their Money with Safety, nor can Actions lie againſt 
them for Refuſal, more than againſt Mr. Fazaterley, or Mr. J. IWhitfield, 
for opening Shops, while there is no By-Law to ground them upon. As 
theſe Affairs relate to the Public, I freely and openly offer my Sentiments 
about them, and hope they can give no juſt Occaſion of Offence to any, 
either in or out of the Council, except thoſe, whoſe Actions I have placed in 
a juſt Light; if they are ſuch as I have repreſented them, the Fault is not 
mine: the Pictures are of their own drawing, I have only ſet them up 
to public View; and I can affure them that cavilling with, and railing 
againſt me, is not the way to ſilence me, while I know that I have Truth, 
Law and Juftice in my f avour ; and if theſe Characteriſticks do not ac- 
company our Conduct, however we may plume ourſelves upon the Up- 
rightneſs of our Deportment, It can only be founded from our own 'Frum-- 

pets. If I cannot think as others do, it may be a Weakneſs in me, and b 
being fo, my Misfortune; but ſtronger Reaſons than I can offer myſelf, will 
J hope always carry Conviction along with them, when they make their 
Appearance, and [ hope likewiſe it will continue to be my Reſolution, rather 
to be of the Minority ; nay, ſtand alone, in Matters of Moment, than 
vote or act, in Contradiction to my own Judgment; to be looked upon, 
and to be believed to carry two Faces under a Hood, is a Character which T 
hope I ſhall always ſtand clear of deſerving to be reproached with; it is a 
Character ſo very deſpicable that I may with Aſſurance ſay, none otherwiſe 


avow it but in Practice. It is like a baſe-begotten Orphan that no one de- 
tires to be thought the Father of. | 


. 


I muſt inſiſt upon being rationally convinced of being a Criminal, before 
I can think myſelf deſerving of all or any of that perſonal abuſive Treatment 
I have met with ; my having cauſed a Tranſlation of the Charter, from its 
original Latin into Engliſh, to be publiſhed, whereby to give every Perſon 
whe can read, the Fnawledge of theſe Laus by which (it is my Opinion) the 
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Cothmon-Colincil ought to govern Meaſures (and which I am ſure it 
would embellifh their Reputations to purſue) has not as yet been publickly 


imputed to me as a Crime, nor has my having diſcovered ſome Initances of 


ſecret Conduct, vaſtly prejudicial to the true Intereſt of the Corporation Reve- 
nue, met with any public Rebuke, except in the Council Aſſembly, where Ithinł 
it leaſt ought to have becn diſcountenanced. I heſe are the principal Subjects 


of the Papers which are ca led ſcandalous and baſe ; and not publiſhed till! 


had unſucceſsfully attempted to have theſe intereſting Affairs to the Public 
examined into and rectified ; what then had I otherwite to do, than lay them 
before the Community ? Had I reſted tamely ſilent, I might with ſome Ap- 
Yearance of Plaultbility have been repreſented and looked upon as a common 
Difturber ; and had the Diſcoveries which J have already made, affected 
the Characters and Reputations of the Gentlemen of the Council in general, 
a general Clamour againſt me might more plauſibly have been expected; 
but it could not do it, becauſe I have not dealt in ambiguities ; the Perſon I 
have charged with any thing I have thought wrong, | have not ſcrupled to 
tack his Name to the Charge : I can readily make Allowance for ſome 
who have their particular Attachments, to be deſirous to put a Stop to a 
further Scrutiny; but for the much greater Number, who are quite free 
from ſuch Attachments to join in diſcountenancing ſuch Enquiry, was, and 
is, at this time, Matter of Surprize to many ſolid and judicious Gentlemen, 
as well as myfelf; and cannot fail of being more ſo, conſidering how much 
of the Public's oney is now brought to light, which has been ſo long con- 
cealed from their Knowledge, and not intended to be for the Public's Uſe. 


With reſpect to the con{titutional Laws of this Corporation, I have ſaid 


nothing but what, upon the matureit Deliberation and, according to my 
beſt Judgment and Knowledge, I thought was right; nor have I been con- 
tradicted in any one Point; nay, ſo far from it, that my Allegations have 
been brought to a fair and open 'T'ryal, by mutual Conſent of the Gentle- 
meu of the Council, who thought me to be wrong, and the Burgeſſes, who 
entertained a different Opinion. 

Gentlemen of both Sides of the Queſtion, were deputed to hold Con- 
ferences, at which I was not permitted to attend ; fo that nothing but what 
I had made public, could be ſubjects of their debate; I ſay nothing, becauſe 
all lay in a very narrow compals, viz. /hether the Common Council are by the 


Charter inveſted with, or they exerciſe an illegal Power of making By-Laws, and 


chooſing Members into Council, as vacancies happen ? That they have not 


thele Charter Powers, is made to appear wunanſ/werably, by the Report which 


the Deputies of the Burgeſſes have drawn up, to which they have ſubſcribed 
their Names, and conſented to be publiſhed ; therefore if, for having _ 
8 C3 | | theſe 
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theſe Things, I muſt merit from the Gentlemen of the Council to be called 


- 


ſcandalous, baſe, wicked, and many other Appellations of the like honourable Re- 
1 in a public Aſſembly ; what Perſon can become a Member of that 


ody with Impunity, if his Honeſty and Courage embolden him to become 
an Advocate for the purſuing Charter Laws, and by doing fo, fuch Mea- 


ſures as his Conſcience, and the folemn Engagement he Jays himſelf under, 


at his Admiſſion of being a Member, dictate to him to be right and juſt ? 

What End can it be rationally ſuppoſed the Burgefles could have by ſolli- 
citing, and the Gentleman of the Council have in conſenting and comphy- 
ing to enter into a Conference, but thereby to be ſatisfied where the I'ower 
of making By Laws, &c. centred, and cach Side peaceably and readily act 
in Conformity to their Deciſion ? therefore, if what appears to be undeniably 
juſt and right, is not made the Rule of Conduct, it cannot fail to fix an in- 
delible blot upon the Characters of thoſe who knowingly and willfully pur- 
fue unjuſtifiable Meaſures ; Ignorance then quits her Seat, and gives place to 
that which is diſtinguifhingly deſerving of a worſe Conſtruction, 

I cannot avoid faying, that, according to my own Notion of things, Te 
was far from being prudent and politic in the Mayor and Gentlemen of the 
Council, conſenting to a Conference, unleſs previous to doing fo, they had 
come to a Determination to fuffer what appeared to be Truth and Juſtice to 
take place. The principal Magiſtrate moſt certainly judged very right in 
attending the Conferences, that thereby he might be a Witneſs to, and have 
a true Knowledge of the Arguments advanced on both Sides of the Queſtion, 
and more certainly know which way the Weight of Reaſon preponderated, 
whereby to govern his future Conduct with Juſtice to the Public, and Re- 
putation to himſelf, by his upright Deportment. He had certainly Reaſon 
enough to entertain Suſpicion there was ſomethtng not right Standard in the 
State of the Caſe, drawn by Order of Council, and fent to have the Opinion 
of an eminent Counſellor upon it, by it's being io induſtriouſly ende#voured 
to be concealed from the Sight and Knowledge of the Gentlemen deputed 
by the Burgeſſes; for when it made its Appearance, although being bur 
curſorily read, (which was as much favour as was allowed to them) they 
were clearly ſatisfied it was far from being what it ought to have been, 4 od 
and impartial State, but calculated and contrived with as much Art as Ho- 
neſty, and very little of either, to prevent Truth and Juſtice appearing in an 
open and fair Light; it would then have been no Reproach eaſt upon either 
his Judgment, or Reputation, to have trod in the Paths which Reaſon and 
Juſtice ſo fairly pointed out; however, it may afford this pleaſurable Sa- 
tis faction to the Burgeſſes, that the Gentleman who now ſuccceds to the 

important I ruſt of Chief Magiſtrate, has no Stumbling-block in his Way to 


pre- 
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prevent doing Honour to himſelf in that Station, and likewiſe that Juſtice to 
the Public, which is their indubitable Right, 

The Town-Clerk {whoſe Duty it is to give ſound and good Advice to 
the Worſhipful the Mayor, on all neceffary Occaſions) can now aſſure him, 
that if, by any artful Inſinuations, it ſhould be attempted to prevail upon 
him to decline the paciſic Road, but give Preference to a Trial at Bar; 
there are no Materials to carry to the Court, and that the Gentlemen of the 
Law are not Plea-makers, they only hew them out of the rough, and furniſh 
them with Ornaments and Decorations to appear in before a Court. If 
Gentlemen who may be ſuppoſed to be beit acquainted with the conſtitutional 
Laws of the Corporation, have not any Reaſons or Arguments to advance 
at a Conference to over-weigh thofe of Plebeians; nay, fo far from it as to 
acknowledge Conviction in themſelves, and having no other Retreat to 
make, than into the Embraces of arbitrary Power, to ſhelter IIlegality; 
what can be more demonſtrably evident than that it is calling Evil Good, 
and Good Evil, in C-tradiction to the cleareſt Light of Reaſon ? And, in 
my Opinion, Conſcience muſt be ſeared as with hot Iron, not to give way 
to ſuch Conviction ; fcr there is no room left whereby to perſwade any Ma- 
giſtrate, who is deſirous to ſhew ReCtitude of Conduct, to appear in a Court 
when there is neither Law nor Reafon to carry him thither, 

if this would not be a perſidious way of treating Magiſtracy, I cannot 
conceive what Sort of Treatment could be deemed ſuch ; therefore I hope 
that Mr, Town Clerk, in his Station, being conſidered in Law Caſes (which 
require Honeſty with but little Judgment to determine) as Eyes to Ma- 
giftracy, and the Common Council, will never, for the future, by his 
own Advice or Connivance, ſuffer any Gentleman, in either Situation, to 
purſue Meaſures which may cauſe a Reflection being caſt, either upon their 
Honour or Judgment, nor ſuffer any Claſs of Burgelſc to do the like, 

Had he obſerved this Rule, and thereby ſhewn himſelf as honeſt as know- 
ing, there would have been no Proſecution ſet on foot againſt Mr. J. 1/Vhit- 
Held, for opening a Shop in the Millenary Way, Oc. he would have 


told thoſe Perſons, whoſe ExpeCtations he flattered with the Promiſe of Suc- 


ceſs, that it is out of the power of the Common Council to ſupport a Pro- 
tecution againſt any Invader of the * Rights, without the Sanction 


of a By-Law made by the Mayor, Bailiffs and 2 : the honeſt Re- 


corder of Exeter was fo far from being in any Doubt about it, that he let him 
know it was their own Caſe in that Corporation, and this Opinion ought not 
to have been ſecreted from the Knowledge of the Council. As Matters now 


| ſtand, I very well know that Aliens have an uncontroulable Power to 


ſettle in Town and follow Buſineſs (if the Statute of the fifth of Elix. does 
| | not 
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hot lay hold of them, and which equally affects Freemen) which is a great 
Injury to many, in ſeveral Reſpects, who are actually free, | 

Aliens, in the Face of a contefted Election, have no Fears to cloud their 
Minds; there is no Record againſt them which carries "Terror for refuſing 
to offer Violence to their own Conſciences ; nor do they lie under various 
other Hardſhips which ate intailed upon thoſe who are free, 

I hope Mr. Town-Clerk, for the Time to come, will not pretend to 
countenance any Order of Council being made to proſecute any Stranger 
who has Courage to defend himſelf ; becauſe Mr, Fazaktericy's and Mr. 
J. Whitfield's Cafes are well known to the Public; for it muſt clearly ap- 
pear it will, as it has been, be not only uſeing the Gentlemen of the Council 
ill, and idly ſqandering away the Public's Money, but deceiving thoſe who 
place a Confidence in the Rectitude of his Advice and Conduct at the ſame 
Time. I am vey well ſatisfied, that he likewiſe knows that whenever the 
Burgeſſes think proper to commence a Proſecution at Law, in Order to come 
at the Attainment of their Rights and Privileges ; that there is no Defence 
to be made which a Man of Senſe, Honeſty and Prudence, will care to 
carry before a Court. I neither fear nor expect any Contradiction to this, 
except in the Council Aſſembly; there indeed his Contradiction, without 
Reaſon to ſupport it, may diſplay itſelf, and fort my own Part, I cannot 
conceive how Mr. Town Clerk, or any other Gentleman who accepts the 
Inveſtiture of a Truſt, by Virtue of a conſtitutional Charter-Law, can con- 
ſider it as only binding in Part; if it conſtitutes a Common-Council, it as 
certainly lays an Injunction upon it to make the Laws therein contained the 


Rule of Conduct; nay, it goes further, it makes the Solemnity of an Oath 


one abſolutely neceffary Qualification for the faithful Diſcharge of that 
Truſt ; therefore, if I am too weak not to diſcern lawful Liberties, it can 
certainly be no Crime in me, either not to take them on Truſt, without 
Conſideration, or wrong my Reaſon and Judgment, for the Sake of 
obliging others. Lo Mr. 'Town-Clerk, in particular, I muſt beg leave to 
ſay, 1 have acknowledged, and now repeat it, that a Quotation which he 
has inſerted in a late eminent Performance of his, ſubſcribed ABRICK LAYER, 
is very likely to be right, as expreſſing my Judgment of Things in 1735 
at that Time I had no Knowledge of the Charter further than what 1 de- 
rived from Perſons who, I have ſince diſcovered, were artfully and wickedly 
deligning to evade Truth, for the Sake of ſupporting iniquitous Practices; 
and for the fake of Truth, he may reſt aſſured of this from me, that when- 
ever he hits upon any thing whereby to convince me of an Error in Judg- 


ment, he ſhall have my public Acknowledgment of it; I am fo far from 


being above deriving knowledge of Things relating to the Concerns in 
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Corporation from Mr. Town Clerk, that I think I have ſeveral Times 

wh him an Invitation to exert his Talents; but I little expected to find 
im the Author -of a Paper which may be very deſervedly called Stupidity's 

Maſter-piece. 

The great Charity which he ſpeaks of in it, by the Diſtribution of Flour, 
was only laying out the Publick's Money to a very good Purpoſe ; and the 
Gentlemen of the Council (I dare ſay) will not thank him for boaſting of 
it. What he calls ſcurrilous in me, conſiſts only in detecting Plunderers 
of the Public's Property, and applying it to ſecret, not public Uſes ; 
and when what I haye already diſcovered is brought into the publick Stock, 
and juſtly applicd, I can go forward, I am far from being at the Length of 
the Tether, I can go further than he is aware of; and | make not the leaſt 
Doubt but that he beſt approves of ſuch Gentlemen as are leaſt acquainted 
with the Public's Concerns to ſettle their Accounts. That the Bricklayer 
has ſix Children may carry Probability of being true; for though he has 
but one in known keeping, yet the reſt may be diſtributed to the Care of 
the Pariſh Officers: but if the Truth of his own Aſſertion is diſputed, let 
numbering, in Support of his own Veracity, be his Care, 

I will now endeavour to anſwer for my Conduct in another Sphere, 
After the Affair was over, relating to what the Gentlemen Deputies for the 
Burgeſſes undertook and accompliſhed, relating to the Priſage Account, 
and the Payment of the Balance which I have already mentioned ; there 
was an Aſſociation entered into by a conſiderable Number of the Gentlemen 


Burgeſſes, by the Stile and Title of the UNION SOCIETY; of 


which Body, they were pleaſed to admit me a Member; and at our ſeveral 
Meeting», I was never {hy of relating what I thought they had a Right to 
know, nor did I ever tell them any thing poſitively, but what I knew to be 
true : But if any thing which I related was only mattter of Conjecture, 
from Circumſtances which I was not clear in, I dreſſed it up in no other 
Garb. The ſeveral Remorſtrances which were drawn up, and which 
were unanimouſly approved of, are ſure Teſtimonies, that they were fully 
and clearly convinced and fatisfied, the Public Concerns of this Corporation 
were in a wrong Way of being adminiſtred in ſeveral Reſpects. The 

were unanimouſly of Opinion, their Riglits and Privileges, with thoſe of 
their fellow Burgeſſes of the lower Claſs, were greatly invaded : And the 


Satisfaction which this Aſlociation afforded to i erſons of that Rank, is ſo. 


well known, that particular mention of it is not at all neceſſary. 

This Society for a conſiderable Time ſupported a Reputation becoming 
Gentlemen who have the Intereſt of Liberty truly at Heart : However in pro- 
ceſs of time, vicws of one Kind or other fo eclipſed theſe Fiinciples, 88 
icvera 


* vr — * * 
— 2 —— * — —— — — 
—— — — 


o 2 wr, — — — — - 
- . — — — EE I EEE Ü — DEST 
* - . 
— 
—— e 
— 


—— .- 


— - — — — — 
. Z ,, ̃ , , TT PTY” oP 7. Imogen go — 
— ww © TS —2 — K — — Ä 4 * — 
2 — * 


— 


3 
* * 


— — — 


„ 


— +." - — 
— 
— 


——— —ͤ— B ͤ — . 


— ——- —[—tr ˙—ꝛĩ ——— i —— 
—— — — — — - — — 
ö x * — * 


— —_ — - 


( 24) 


ſeveral thought proper to withdraw themſelves, Whether the ſeemi 

Proſpect of particular Expectations was diſappointed ; whether the ExpeCta- 
tions of a Change of Men, more than a Change of Njealures, was likely to 
be defeated ; or whether the Compromiſe, with what conſequentially hap- 
pened, about the Money paid before the Election, whether it was a Balance 
due, or only a Depoſit, which cauſed Zeal to ſuffer an Eclipſe, I am not 
certain, being inno Secret, farther than by ſpeculative Obſervation ; yet by 


one Means or other, the high Conceptions which the Burgeſſes of the lower 


Claſs entertained of Gentlemen acting up to, and behaving in Character, 
were very much, and ſurpriſing y defeated: Yet the Juſtneſs of the 
Cauſe is the ſame; it has no way ſuffered in it's Merits; altho' it muſt be 
allow'd it has done ſo by a moſt ſhameful Deſertion. - 
Whatever the Burgeſſes Expectations might be, it was but two Days 
before the Election Day, that the Queſtion was put to me, whether | wou'd 
ſtand as Candidate for the Office of Mayor: I gave for anſwer, that as I 
had hitherto contributed my Endeavours to have the Conſtitutional Laws 
made the Rule of Government, | hoped it could never be juſtly ſaid of me, 
that I deſerted them: And untill they are made ſo, the Welfare and Proſpe- 
rity of the Town can never be truly promoted ; it is inconſiſtent with the 
Nature of Things : For what was thought to be a good Foundation before 
the Charter Laws were made known, is ſapped and undermined by the 
Knowledge of them. | 
It is not the Liberties which Aliens take, that is the only Grievance ;. the 
Injury to the common Intereſt ſpreads much farther, and not to be remedied, 
but by purſuing a Conſtitutional Method: And | think the truth of what J 
do not reſt meerly upon ſuppolition, but alert, is known to ſome ſew 
Gentlemen of the Council as well as myſelf: Prejudice may, and is, in 
many Caſes, a Hind'rance to Enquiry, and by that means may for a time 
ſtifle, but cannot deſtroy Truth. PE Ep 
The Morning of the Election Day, I wrote a Letter to the late Mayor, to 
let him know, that I had no Ambition to be dignified with that Office ; and 
that if the Burgeſſes could be aſſured, that the Conſtitutional Laws ſhould be 
made the Rule of Government, I would reſign all Pretenſions to the Dig- 
nity with Pleaſure ;z and if I had then thought the Terms were ſuch as a 
Gentlemen of Honour and Character could, and ought not conſcienciouſly 
comply with, I am very certain I ſhould not have made ſuch Propoſal, . _ 
There is not a Perſon who can, nor do I helieve will fay, I aſk'd 
for a Vote. I told ſeveral who voluntarily promiſed me, that if they 
thought-proper to make me the Object of their Choice, I would endeavour 
to make. it my Care to diſcharge the Duty of the Truſt with Fidelity. l 
py | Was 
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was laid under no Engagements, by Promiſes of one Kind or other; not 
was there a Queſtion, that I know of, aſked me about what I would ot 
would not do; and I was ſo far from giving or defiring any Countenance 
being given to a mobbile Behaviour, that I fears, !- a peaceable De- 
portment with all the Arguments that I was maſter of. 

[ was told the Potters and Carpenters would appear for me; therefore I 
got a few Friends to accompany me to moſt of the Potworks ; who can 
very juſtly witneſs for me, That I recommended to them a Peaccable and 
quiet Deportment ; and the ſame among the Carpenters, "Therefore, what 
is called Criminal muſt reſt upon thoſe who deſired my being Candidate 
for Mayor, with my Conſenting to become ſuch ; and if this juſtly falls 
under the Denomination of a Crime, then what is more privately determined 
by a Selected Few is to be conſidered as the Free Voice of the Burgeſſes, and 
a Behaviour in Contradiction to it, muſt denominate them Rioters, and 
ſubject thetn to the Penalties of the Laws due to riotous Offenders, or the 
Diſcipline of the broad Sword, which I ſaw ſome of them underwent, I 
apprehend that Mr. Mane/ly's Scheme for having a proper Number of Arms 
lodged in the Exchange, to awe the Burgeſſes upon popular Occaſions, 


would not anſwer his expected End; they are not yet worked down to that 


Degree of Tameneſs and Submiſſion, as to be controuled by ſuch Sort of 
Diſcipline ; and further, it is my firm Opinion, that very few of the Gen- 
tlemen of the independent Company but would diſdain the Thoughts of be- 
ing the Council's, as much as they do thoſe of being the Miller's Militia. 

| That the Barricade which was erected was diſpleaſing to the Populace 
was very plain, becauſe that which was ſet up the preceding day, was cut, 
or otherwiſe broke down the ſame Night; and it is natural enough to ſup- 
poſe, that thoſe who demoliſhed it, had aſſigned ſome Reaſons to them- 
ſelves for doing ſo, for had it been done purely for the ſake of doing Miſ- 
Chief, there would have been the ſame Reaſon for demoliſhing the Stage 
there was as ready Acceſs to one as the other; but that remained unmo- 
leſted; therefore I think it reaſonable to conclude, that the ſame Reaſons 
which governed for demoliſhing the Barricade over-night, moſt probably 
occaſioned the like Treatment of that which was erected the Morning after. 
When I came into the Court of Election there was ſhouting, and the Po- 
pulace kindly enough mentioned my Name, without giving any further Di- 
ſturbance, though it created Fear, and I was invited (I very well remem- 
ber by the Manner of the Invitation) to appeaſe my Mob. My Reply was, 
that 1 laid no claim to them as my Property, it was their own good Will 


Yought them, and I did not conſider myſelf as a commanding Officer, Theſe 


vere my Words, as near as I can recollect, nor did I, upon that Invita- 
| tion, 
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tion, appear at the Bar; but when I ſaw them ſhaking the Barricade, 1 
went to them and deſired them to deſiſt; I mentioned a diſaſter which I had 
heard happened to a Perſon the Night before. Notwithſtanding this, they 
continued working at it, and no more regarded Sir Ellis wy than they 
did me, which was a plain Demonſtration they were under no Command of 
mine. As it happencd that thoſe who propoſed to give their Votes in my 
Favour, came to the Bar flowly, I ſpoke to them ſeveral Times, and told 
them that bawling and ſhouting was of no ſervice, they muſt come and give 
their Votes, if they intended me to ſerve them. I believe it will be allowed 
J bore this Treatment, accompanied with the Taunts and ſneering Inſults 
I met with from ſeveral Gentlemen upon the Huſtings (whom I thought 
common Decency and a moderate Share of . Behaviour might 
have ſcreen'd me from) with a tolerable Degree of Compoſure: I heard 
from ſome Gentlemen the Mention of a Neceſſity for a Mob being raiſed 
in Oppoſition to thoſe who were pulling down the Barricade and ſhouting, 
without giving any other Diſturbance that I was in the leaſt aware of; but 
who had ordered them to be in Readineſs, and by whoſe Means they were 
furniſhed and ſupplied with broad Swords, or Cutlaſſes, I do not pretend to 
ſay, I have been only informed, thereſore ſhall mention nothing as Evi- 
dence from hear- ſay Declarations 3 but if any Perſons are deſirous to ſatisfy 
their own Curioſity, by having a more particular Information, I cannot 
think of any Gentleman more capable of giving it than Capt. George Camp- 
bell, As I have before obſerved, Perſons came to poll for me very ſlowly, 
and when the Mayor told me he had waited fifteen Minutes (and I believe 
he kept a very juſt Reckoning) to get ten Votes in my Favour, and could 
not make up that Number, and that he would proceed to carry on the 
Poll in Favour of the other Candidate ; my Reply was, that he had waited 
long enough, and that I had no Objection to his doing ſo; he proceeded ac- 
cordingly. | 

While the Voters Names, who had not as yet polled, that were upon the 
Huſtings, were entering down, I went to the Bar, and there told the Peo- 
ple that unleſs they would come and give me their Votes, I muſt and would 
give up; nay, I had a Line handed to me from a Gentleman (who had ta- 
ken all the Pains he could) to let me know their Backwardneſs, and that 
he could not prevail upon them to poll fo ſoon; upon this I left the Bar 
and deſired to ſpeak with Mr. Goodwin, who (being then at ſome Diſtance) 
came to me; I told him I neither deſired to give him nor the Gentlemen, 
any farther Trouble; I likewiſe ſaid, that whether he thought I was un- 
kindly treated I could not ſay; but I was ſure I was ſo; and that I was far 
from thruſting myſelf upon the Burgeſſes for being their Candidate; fo that 


laying 
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laying the Fault of giving up the Election at my door, is wrong: however, 
if upon any future Occaſion of Conteſt, the Burgeſles are deſirous to exert 
themſelves, I hope what has paſt will work a Cure againſt ſlow Friendſhip, 
let who will be their Candidate, and on whatever Occaſion; for what 
happened at the general Election in 1754, ought not to be pleaded as! 

Precedent whereby to blame me for ſo carly a Retreat, the Caſes ate far 
from being patallell. 

After this I was called upon by the People at the Bar; T went to them; 
they enquired of me if | had given it up ; I told them I had, and asked what 
I could do otherwiſe, when nobody came to poll for me ? Upon this it was 

that they broke into Outrage, not ſooner, and became quite exaſperated 
againſt me; fo that if they were to be looked upon as my , they ſoon 
disbanded themſelves from my Service, and gave way to their own Paſlions, 
charged me with having been bribed, and faid almoſt every thing which 
Paſſion and Madneſs could dictate at that time; and though I very narrowly 
eſcaped with Safety, and got up after the other Gentlemen (for I was the 
laſt who left the Huſtings) into the Mayor's Office, Did I remain there a 
Minute? No; for at their Requeſt, I went down and wed my utmoſt En— 
deavours (but in vain) to appeaſe them; for as their Paſſions were let loote 
for my giving up Prztentions to ſtand longer a Candidate, I muſt be contj- 
dered as throwing myſelf into the Power of Perſons then greatly enraved, 
and before time for more cool reaſoning could take place; I was hau led 
about from one Part of the Area of the Exchange to another, for above an 
Hour, declaring that I ſhould not give up the Poll, and when they could 
not force open the Iron Gate in the Area leading up to the Mayor's Office, 
they forced me up the Stairs leading to the Aſſembly-Room, and fevcral 
Times attempted to break the Door open, but I prevailed upon them not 
to do it, as I did like wiſe upon a young Gentleman not to unlock it for them. 
At this Time another Claſs of Sons of Fury came up armed with Cutlaſſes; 
under whoſe Banner they fought, 1 do not ſay, but I am ſure not mine; 
Blows were given with great Freedom, but no one offered the lcaſt In'ule 
or abuſe to me, what I received of that Kind came from Gentlemen only ; 
Peace and Quiet was what I conftantly recommended, and as I did not 
prevail, I hope they were not to be conſidered as under my Direction, and 
conſequently not my Hab. What fell under my Notice and Infpection I 
have given a faithful and juſt Account of, according to my beſt Obſervation, | 
for I never. conſidered myſelf in any material Danger; but upon the Huſtitgs, 
on their firſt laying hald of me, and when thoſe glittering "Tokens of Vio- 
lence firſt made their Appearance, for tho' thoſe who ſeized me with great 
Violence, kept faſt hold of me, without ſuffering me to leave them; I mult do 
1 D 2 them 
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the m that Jiiſtice to ſay, they treated me (though roughly) yet with Civi- 
lity. To Gentlemen of Candour I am in Hopes this Narrative will give 
no juſt Occaſion for being offended with me, as I think every Perſon upon 
whom Cenſure reſts, has a Right to plead in his own Vindication ; and if J 
have, (in what I now publiſh) carried Cenſure to too high a Pitch in the 


Opinions of any Gentlemen, I deſire this may be confidered as an Invitation 
to any Perſon | have taken particular Notice of; as publickly, (but not in 
the Council-Room, I beg leave to bar that College of Education, either for 
polite Literature, or Reformation of Manners) to point out my Miſtakes, 
and what I cannot juſtify, I will as publickly recant, by acknowledging my 
Errors, attended with fuch ſuitable Submiſtons as the Nature of Caſes may 
require, and in my lower to make: But if it ſo happens, that no falſe Al- 
ſertions are laid to my Charge, then I hope I ſhall appear to be rectus in 
curia, and ſtand juſtihed by the I'ublic in ſaying ; The Rights of the Bur- 
geſles in this Corporation, are not only a common, but a very important 
Concern ; and if they any Way ſuffer, by maintaining an unconſtitutional 
Power, more the | ity; N am ſure it is the bounden Duty of every Indivi- 
dual Free Burgeſs, according to the Tenor of his Oath at admiſſion into 
Burgeſsſhip, to promote the Corporation's Welfare and Profperity ; and [ 
think more ſo of Gentlemen more immediately entiuſted asGuardians, and 
wherein a love of Power fo far pcedominates as to get the better of much 
more materia! and momentous Conſiderations, as it never can be juſtified, 
ſo I hope (let my Station in life be what it will, let malicious Frejudice and 
1!!-natuze do its worſt to me) it will never be countenanced by | 


Nur very humble Servant, and yet 
7 > 9 


a Member of the Common- Council, 


Joſeph Clegg. 
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juſtly offend no one that truly deſires the 
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P. S. Some Friends having requeſted of me to permit the following 
Letter to be printed and ſubjoined to this Publication, I very readily con- 
ſented to it, as well deſerving the * of every Burgefs, and can 


roſperity of the Corporation of 


Liverpool, It contains Sentiments greatly meriting notice, and exhibits 
Patterns worthy of imitation, 
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T is quite in vain to attempt an Excuſe for ill Succeſs in the time of 

a litigated Public Affair; there are ſo many things give great Pleaſure 

to the Advocates for the ſucceſsful Side, eſpecially the neceſlary 
Eſteem of ſuperior Underſtanding and Council, as quite obſtruct all im- 
partial Attention to whatever can be advanced in Favour of the Defeated : 
However, I think I may venture to ſay thus much to a Gentleman of 
your Underſtanding, and difintreſted Virtue, in defence of our unſucceſsful 
attempt to make Mr. Cl gg M—y—R, that it proceeded from an honeſt 
Intention; not from a Spirit of Oppoſition, or any Manner of perſonal 
Reſentment. It is too well known, Public Revenues have been in tor- 
mer times ſhamefully made a Prey to Avarice and private Intereſt, 
* And as it muſt be owned, that what has been may be; as there is no- 
thing in the preſent Form of public Action, if any thing poſhble, to be an 
effectual Security againſt ſuch-like Peryerſion. It was a laudable Attempt 
to have reduced our Affairs to the Train of our legal Legal Conſtitution 3; +" 
which would have been a certain and indifputable Detence againſt all 
future Depredations of that Kind, making the Actions of a.few princi- 
pal Agents always liable to the Examination and Cenſure of the whole 
Body, and fo that every conſequent Action might be capable of a legal 
Vindication. | . | 
LI own it is very obvious, ſome things have been, and always may he 
alledged againſt this Way ; but I humbly conceive, it will be hard 
clearly and deliberately to point out any other Expedient againſt the 
miſchievous Conſequences which may naturally follow from the Agency 
and Influence of ſuch intereſted Demagogues, with their Clients and De- 
pendents as have, within leſs than halt a Century, had the Corporation 
Affairs very much under their Hands: And I confeſs, that in this View, I 
thought it might perhaps have heen reckoned prudent to have ſuffered 
our Affairs, under the Appearance of Force and Neceſſity, to have 
eaſily ſlidden into the conſtitutional Train of Conduct; which I cannot 
help thinking will ſome time happen, and never can eaſier than it might 


now. 25 
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& This was the Way wherein the public Affairs of Nome were original 
** ſecured againſt all Corruption of every Kind, and conducted thro h 
<« almoſt infinite Difficulties and Oppoſition, to the higheſt Pitch of Glory 


* and Grandeur; and this was in conſequence of the Provocatio ad Popu- 
1 — by the immortal PoplicorA (mentioned before) _— it was 


by into the Power of every Citizen of Reme to appeal to the Judgment 


of he whole Body of People for Redreis of every Grievance, and Deci- 
* ſion of every Difficulty. 

* Carthage was, next to Rome, the greateſt, moſt opulent, powerful, 
and beſt governed City and Republic in the World, 
The Direction of their Public Affairs was very like that of Rome; they 
had a very numerous Senate of the better ſort of Citizens : Every public 
* Aſtair came firſt before them, and if there happened no Difference in 
* their Debates, the Affair there was finally determined, and went no 
** farther: But if otherways, and any Difference aroſe (which in fo 
** numerous a Body could not avoid frequently happening) it was deter- 
** mined in a public Aﬀembly of all Citizens as in the Reman Provocatio : 
and that this was the Caſe is plain from this Inſtange which Pelivins 
gives; That after the Loſs of a Battle in VHica, at the End of the 
ſecond Punick War, when the Conditions of Peace were propoſed in 
the Senate, and one Senator expreſſed a Diflatisfattion, even the great 
*© Hanibal was put to the Neceſſity of uſing all his Intereſt and Addreſs to 


** 


* 


reduce that Diſſentient, and eſtabliſh a compleat Union in the Delibera- _ 


tions of that Aſſembly, that an Affair of ſo great Importance might not 
« be remitted to the Uncertain Iſſue of a popular Vote. 

« Now I beg to be indulged the leave to requeſt of thoſe who allege the 
„ Impoſtibility ot having Aﬀairs well adjuſted by a Public Aſſembly of the Peo- 
ple, (or Common- Hall) and [think 1 i. s the only thing can be alledged why 
ve ſhould allow ourſelves, or make it neceflary to eſteem our Fellow Gi- 
tie ens, even of the loweſt Claſs, ſo much below the meaneſt Populace or 
© Flebeian of Rome and Carthege (originally ſprung from Banditti, or Beg- 
*© cars) as not to be capable of a regular Conlideration and Adjuſtment of 
6 their own moſt intereſting Affairs, which (as being a tubordinate So- 
© ciety) are neceſſarily of ſmall Extent and Difficulty, as well as thoſe Po- 
ple were of ſettling in a ſovereign Way, the gre -ateſt Concerns of Polity 
© and Governmer:t, eccleſiaſtical and ſecular, in War and Peace, for the 
two greateſt Cities and Bodies Pohtic in the whole World. Let but the 
i o:cat Men leave their Clients and Dependants the fame Freedom of Senti- 
6 dient, Debate and Action as the Gentlemen of the two great © Cir 
66 Cities 
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te Cities did to theirs, and I will be anſwerable for the Regularity and Suc- 
« ceſs of their public Debate and Action. 

„ "Thoſe who argue againſt this Eſtabliſhment, ſeem to figure to them- 

4 ſelves a Common- Hull, as conſiſting only of the loweſt Claſs of Citizens, 
« and indeed no other Repreſentation can give any Colout to their Pre- 
© tenfions; but if they would conſider that thoſe Aſſemblies are by the 
* Charter fixed to be of the Burgeſſes in general, and that conſequently the 
« Men of ſuperior Underſtanding, Erudition, Fortune and Figure, would 
de have all the Influence properly ariſing from their Character, to regulate 
« the Debates for accompliſhing the public Good; they could not avoid 
giving their Concurrence to this Scheme. 

e I beg to be further indulged the Liberty to declare, the Gentleman 
ce need not be under any Apprehenſion of a public Cenſure of flattering the 
« People into Sedition, who, with an Air of Aſſurance and Infallibility de- 
&« clared moreover that ſuch an Aſſembly would be much more likely to run 
e into the utmoſt Confuſion, and cut one another's Throats (pardon the Ex- 
e preſſion, I aſſure you it is original and genuine) than agree in a calm and 

« rational Conſideration and Adjuſtment of their public Affairs. 

"FM O Tempora ! O Mores ! 
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